Route Name: Monster High Scenic Loop Number ... #23

Prairie City Bicycle Invitational

Dates Supported........ ... .., Free wheel
Ride Type. . ... Mountain or X-bike with dirt tires & front shocks
Difficulty. .. ... Technical — 2, Physical — Ill (scale 1-5 & I-V)
Time required. ... ... 5-7 hours (approximate)
Di stance on paved surface....................... 13 mles
Lowest gear ratio on test bike.................. 30 Rear X 39 Front
Necessary Supplies........ ... ... 1st aid, extra clothing, snacks, maps & beverage
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General Description

“Monster”, so named, not just because of its mileage but also because the first of its two halves is taken from Route #3, The Dixie
Mountain Loop, which includes some of the hardest climbing of all the routes posted at www.prairiecityorgeon.com. The second half
of this route is taken from dirt/gravel road portion of #22 High Vista Traverse Loop. The reward though is getting the best of the
superb scenery offered by both, and all in one gulp of a single day (perfect for those who are on a limited time schedule and enjoy
real physical challenge). The saving grace of this ride is that the final 18 miles are nearly level to downhill.

Special attention to “Necessary Supplies”, heavy emphasis especially on beverage because there’s no certainty of water availability
at the two springs shown on the map, Wikiup and Dixie.

Route Directions

Start point............ Highway SR26 (Front Street) & NW Johnson Avenue

Follow NW Johnson Ave. due north

.56 miles.............. Johnson Ave. becomes Dixie Creek Road (CR 58)

3.3 miles.............. pavement ends

8.4 miles.............. CR 58 ends, road becomes NFD 58

9.22 miles............. Intersection of NFDR 2050, 3670 and 759. Take 759 right (hairpin turn)to begin a 1.4 mile long climb

that angles up a steep traverses on gravel that is large and chunky in places.
Views south to the John Day Valley, the Strawberry Mountains, and even Prairie City itself seen down where the
Dixie Creek gulch widens into the valley. At the top of this climb (where you’ll no doubt take a break) the road
makes a “T”, be sure to go left at the T instead of to the right which runs downhill. Also, the road meanders on this
section more than the line on the map indicates.
11.55 miles.......... Wickiup Springs you'll recognize for the 4 way intersection with a large green drinking trough in the SE
quadrant of the intersection
Easy to get confused here: From Wickiup Springs NFD 759 actually turns right, making a short, rutted steep climb up
to a cattle guard fenced on either side. For a distance you’ll be riding beside a barbed-wire fence. Between
Wickiup and Dixie Springs you face another steep traverse on rough road (blocky gravel) but with views to the
north

15.13 miles........oeuueeneen. Dixie Springs, where NFD 759 becomes NFD 2610

23.99 miles.....cccceeeennnes Route turns right onto NFDR 521 (don’t take NFDR 879 right off 521)

24.24 mileS.....cveeeeennnns Route turns right onto NFDR 183

24.83 miles.....ccccceeeennnes Route turn right onto NFDR 096 (picks up the description of Route #22 High Vista Traverse
Loop)

25. 7 miles....ccocevveeeeiiinns Route crosses Dad’s Creek drainage

26.41 miles...ccccvveeeriennnns Camp sites viewed off to left of Route, out on knoll, whereas on the opposite side of the Route

(right) an off road, NFDR 266, goes up. If you take a side trip off Route following along the knoll beyond the camp
sites by about 125 yards you will see a 50’ X 20’ pond just below knoll's nose where terrain drops

26.67 miles.....ccccceeennnee NFDR 284 branches right off Route

27.67 miles....cccceeeeinnnes Road branches left off Route, first of several vehicle barrier bermes are encountered

27.87 miles....cccceeeeennns Route crosses knoll and curves right



